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self ridiculous by an incongruous finding and award which
I cannot approve. It is not pleasant to encounter so large
a number of officers of high standing, but I must do my
duty if they do not.

December 7. This is a day of National Thanksgiving.
Heard a vigorous sermon from Mr. Lewis. Should not
subscribe to all his doctrines, but his sermon increased my
estimate of him.

Seward called at my house. Wished me to examine and
put an estimate on the French possessions in the West
Indies, the Spanish Main, and Gulf of St. Lawrence. He
did not explain himself further. He may think of buying
France out of Mexico, but he mistakes that government
and people. Besides we do not want those possessions. If
we could have Martinique or Guadaloupe as a naval or
coaling-station, we should embrace the opportunity of get-
ting either, but we want only one. We do not want [inde-
cipherable]. The islands in the [Gulf of] St. Lawrence we
want, and so do the French, as fishing-stations.

December 8, Friday. Sumner called on me with young
Bright. We had quite a talk on the policy of the Govern-
ment, and his own views. Sumner's vanity and egotism
are great. He assumes that the Administration is wholly
wrong, and that he is beyond peradventure right; that
Congress has plenary powers, the Executive none, on re-
establishing the Union. He denounced the policy of the
President on the question of organizing the Rebel States
as the greatest and most criminal error ever committed by
any government. Dwelt on what constitutes a republican
government; says he has read everything on the subject
from Plato to the last French pamphlet. Tells me that
a general officer from Georgia had informed him within a
week that the negroes of that State were better qualified to
establish and maintain a republican government than the
whites. He says that Seward, McCulloch, and myself are